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The Controverfy between the Independent Reflector, and bis Adverfaries, truly 
frated, and confidered. 


Tu ne cede Malis, fed contra audentior ito. Hor. 
- O heed all the defamatory Libels that are weekly publifhed againft me, and the 


more malignant Slanders wherewith I am daily befpatter’d in Company, were a 

Tafk equally impracticable and ungrateful. For this Reafon I had determined 
to follow the Advice of my fage Correfpondent TimoTHy FREEHEART, not to anfwer 
any of their Jargon. Lown, was any Thing advanc’d againft me, that bore the Marks of 
Candour and Impartiality, and an unbiafled Love for Truth, I fhould think myfelf bound 
to give the Author the Satisfaction he deferved, and frankly confefs and retract whatever 
appear'd incapable of a rational Defence. But when a Scribler demonftrates an incurable 
Zeal for fuperftitious Trumpery and Nonfenfe : When Rage ftands for Argument, and 
Prieft for Religion: When like the Worfhippers of NesucHADNeEzeR’s Image, he 
bends the Knee to a ftupid Idol, and not content with his own Idolatry, defames every 
Man who refufes to join in his abfurd Adoration : When inftead of a candid Detection 
of my Errors, fo often requefted, he rails, and blufters, and fculds, and threatens, and 
mifreprefents : When, in fine, he difavows all Regard for Truth and Decency, but 
appears incorrigible in his Bigotry, and writes rather to vilify than convince : When this, 
I fay, is the Cafe, Reafon diétates and Prudence enjoins an immovable Stability, and 
a juft Abhorrence of all the Scurrility and Malevolence he utters. When on the 
Contrary, Men of Honour and Principle inadvertently miftake my Meaning, I think 
myfelf obliged by the Laws of Humanity and good Manners, to do Juftice to them and 
myfelf, by a more explicit and determinate Explanation. As this is fully, and (I may 
add without Flattery to my Correfpondent) elegantly done in the following Letter, which 
I give my Readers without the Alteration of a fingle Sentiment, I doubt not they will 
excufe my inferting it; after afluring them, that by the implacable Rancour of my 
Enemies, my Advocates have been refufed a Hearing in the public Papers ; and my 
folemn Promife, not to trouble them with a farther Vindication of the Reflector, ’till 
fomething appears of greater Solidity than thofe Loads of Calumny that have hitherto 
been difgorged againft him. 


To te INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 
8 7R, 
. M* NY Reafons may be given, why a Writer of eminent Abilities, may be fo 
. circumftanced, that a Vindication of his own Produétions wil] come better from 
* an inferior Genius, than from himéfelf. I fit down to write convinced of this Diftinétion. 
* If you fhould think proper to produce my Sentiments to the Public, I aflure them, I 
‘know you not. I have read your Speculations with Pleafure, and I hope with 
‘Improvement. I efteem you, becaufe I think, whoever endeavours to cultivate the 
“human Mind, deferves Efteem. My Attempt to vindicate your Writings, arifes from 
* my Love of Truth and of Mankind ; confcious of thefe Motives, the Exertion of them 
“gives me Pleafure. If my Effay, is by any received with Infenfibility, or with 


: Indignation, I thall feel the Pain of difappointed Benevolence, and be forced to fay, 
* Qui vult decepi, decipiatur. 


Q “Your 


ln oe 
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* Your Two Lucubrations, Number VI and Number XI, have ftirred up the Paffions 
* of fame, and been the Subjects of Reflection to many. 


Tuo’ it be a mortifying Truth, founded on juft Obfervation of Mankind, That in 
* Religious Attachments, Prejudice and Paffion, do more generally take the Lead, than Reajon 
© and Fudgment ; yet I have that Honour for, and Dependance upon the Rationality of 
‘ Human Nature, as to hope and believe, a candid Appeal to the Underitandings of my 
‘ Fellow Citizens on your aforefaid Papers, may, in tome Meafure, tend to compoie 
‘that Fermentation of Spirits, which hath been worked up, either by their own 
* Mifapprehenfions, or the difgraceful Influence of /u:h, whofe Intereit it is to lead 
* captive their reafonable Powers. 

‘Ir would be a painful Tafk to recollect, it would be an unworthy One to repeat, 
* all the vain Babblings which Ignorance hath thrown out, and the Scurrilities which a 
‘ reproachful Zeal hath, fent forth againft you. The Bell-weathers began the Cry, and 
* the fimple Sheep fet up their Bleatings. 


‘ Tue Accufations againft you, may be comprized under two general Heads : 


‘First, That you have departed from the Character under which you introduced 
* yourfelf to the Public, in your firft Number. 


‘SeconpLty, That you have treated the Clergy of this City and Province, 
* indecently and unjultly. 

* As to the firft Article. Your introduétory Paper Number I. is before me. I have 
* carefully reviewed it, and the only Declaration I can find as to Religion, is the 
‘ following Paragraph, * The efpoufing any Polemic Debate between different Sects of 
** Chriftians, fhall be the laft Charge againft him; tho’ he thall be ever ready to deliver 
“‘ his Sentiments on the Abufes and Epcroachments of any, with the Freedom and 
** Unconcernednefs becoming Truth and Independency.” 


‘THAT you will not enter yourfelf a Party, in any of thofe religious Controverfies, 
© which fubfift amongft the different Seéts of Chriftians, is a wife and prudent Refolution ; 
‘and I challenge your Antagonifts to prove, that, you have; and I hope that you will 
* not deviate from it. But I muft beg Leave to offer an Enlargement to the Words of 
* this Part of your Declaration, and I would have them ftand thus :----As I firmly believe 
‘the undefiled Religion of the ever blefled Jesus, to contain no one Point of 
‘ Controverfy, I do therefore abhor, defpife and renounce, all thofe Impofters, thofe 
‘ Scribes and Pharifees of Chriftianity, who, under the Names of Fathers, Patriarchs, 
‘Popes, Bifhops, Priefts, Deacons, &c. have taught for Dottrines of God, the 
¢ Commandments and Inventions of Men ; have compiled immenfe Volumes of Falfhood, 
* Nonfenfe, and Blafphemy, in fupport of their frantic Zeal, their Impiety and infamous 
* Ambition. And I do hold in equal Deteftation, all modern Scribes and Pharifees, who, 
‘under the Name of a Chriftian Clergy, endeavour to impofe on, and divide the 
‘ Profeflors of Chriftianity, with the aforefaid Rubbith and Villany of ancient Falfhoods 
‘and Difputations, demonizing the Minds of Men towards each other, by maintaining 
* the Religion of Jesus, upon Diftinétions without a Meaning, larding it with metaphyfical 
* Riddles, and impofing on the Underftandings of their Congregations, by pompous 
* Sounds, and Sacerdotal Artifices. 


‘You go on and fay, you * fhall be ever ready to deliver your Sentiments on the 
* Abufes and Encroachments of any” Seét of Chriftians. 


‘ Tue Vindication of the Moravians, in your Paper Number VI, which Hath 
€ oceafioned fo much hallooing againft you, falls evidently within the Plan you prefcribed 
“toyourfelf. You affert, they have been vilified and abufed from the Pulpit. I have 
‘heard the fame from others who were Ear-Witnefles of it; and it has not been 
‘ contradicted by your Antagonifts. So far, therefore, Matter of Fact is in your Favour. 
‘ That the People called Moravians, are a virtuous, peaceable, ufeful Part of the 
‘Community, no one hath attempted to difprove. Your defending them, therefore, 
‘from the jealous Rancour of pricftly Intollerance, was highly commendable, and 


* confiftent with your declared Undertaking. 
, ‘But 
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« But it is alledged, That in Vindication of the Mbravians, you have thrown out 
« Inveétives againft the facred Order of the Clergy, where your Subject did not require 
‘ it, and inconfiftent with that Character you profefled, and by which you recommended 
‘ your Defign to the Approbation of the Publick. 


© Trrs Objection I apprehend, is grounded upon too warm and miftaken a Zeal for 
‘ the Word Clergy, and the Objectors not being fufficiently aware, of that encroaching 
‘ Difpofition upon the religious Rights of Mankind, and that'Thirft of Dominion which 
‘hath ever animated the Clergy of all Denominations, proved fo fatal to paft Ages, 
‘and ought to be kept under a ftrict Curb in every Age. 


‘Taar the Clergy are a neceflary Order of Men, no wife Man will, or at leaft I 
‘think ought to difpute. When the Lives of the Clergy are an exemplary Pattern to all 
Men : When they renounce the Pomps and Vanities of this World, in order to apply 
 themfelves the more intenfely to prepare their Flocks for a Better: When they preach 
‘only the Commandments of God: When they enforce his Precepts by thofe Motives 
‘alone which he hath thought proper to make known : When their whole Ambition is 
‘to gain Followers of Jesus Curist, not Followers of them and their Doétrines ; When 
‘ Mildnef&, Humility, univerfal dilinterefted Benevolence, are a Seraphick Guard over 
‘ their Hearts, their Words, and their A&tions: When their warmeft Endeavours are, 
‘ to bend the Heart to the genuine Imprefiions of Chriftianity, not the Paffions to Party 
‘ Diftinétions : When they honettly and generoufly difdain, to advance their Influence 
‘ upon the too prevailing Ignorance and Superftition of Mankind : To conclude, when 
© they reject implicit Obedience: When they neither feek for, nor encourage a flavifh and 
‘ jlliberal Submiflion: When the Clergy, or to fpeak more within Bounds, when a 
‘ Clergyman manifefts fuch a Character as this, we can fcarce pay him more Veneration 
¢ than he deferves. Such a One will fhine with redoubled Luftre from the Contraft of 
¢ your Papers now under Confideration. 


‘ Tx1s forms the Divine, who. is worthy of our warmeft Affeétions. To im 
*we may be attached with a Godly Jealoufy: And I perfuade my felf, no Man will 
‘ pay him a more unfeigned Efteem and Veneration, than the /ndependent Reflefor. 


‘ But the Man who acts inconfiftently with the Tenor of this Defcription ; in fpite 
‘ of his prieftly Accoutrements, or his folemn Air ; whether he be puffed up with the 
* infolent Fumes of Clerical Pride, or diftended with luxurious Morfels from a bigoted 
* Laity : Or, whether he be fhrivelled into the Size of a mortified Ancheret : It matters 
‘not. He may difgorge his Load of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, and make Fools ftare, 
* and old Women wonder: He may dance upon the Point of a metaphyfical Needle : 
* He may entertain his Congregation with a Flourith of rabbinical Raphfodies : He may 
‘ fight thro’ all the Weapons of the Commentators: He may turn a Text into Twenty 
* Meanings it will not bear, and fhun that which is evident to common Senfe. All this 
* He may be, and all this He may do; and to the Shame of Mankind it muft be 
‘ confefled, He may find ftupid Zealots to admire him, and fome may groan, and fome 
* may grunt their Approbation : But every Man who will fuffer his unprejudiced Reafon to 
* give a Verdict, will put fuch a Creaturedown, for a deceiving impudent Mountebank : 


* And that there are fuch in Divinity as well as Phyfic, thofe who want Proofs, want 
* Knowledge. 


‘ Tuese are the Clergy the Refector levels his Refentment againft; and whofo is 
* angry, fubjeéts his Wrath to Contempt. 


‘To prove that the Clergy of all Denominations, in every Age of the Chriftian 

* Church, have made War upon the Underftandings of Mankind, have impofed on 
‘the Ignorance, encouraged the Superftition, inflamed the Paffions, raifed and abetted 
* the Prejudices of their Followers: That they have done this from Motives of Envy, 
‘Ambition and Avarice; That to maintain and extend this iniquitous Domination, 
‘they have raifed the moft dreadful Commotions in Civil Society, have fet 
‘ Men a worrying each other like Savage Beafts, have infpired them with Enthufiaftic 
* Madnefs and Blood-thirfty Zeal, in Matters of meer Opinion, and oftener of falfe 
‘Opinion: And have marked the Reign of their tyrannical Ufurpations, and their 
* infatiable 
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‘ infatiable Thirft of Power, with fuch impious Devaftations, and fuch a horrible 
‘Carnage of the Human Species, that had the infernal Regions been let loofe upon 
* Mankind, they would fcarce have equalled. To prove, I fay, the Truth of thee 
* Things, by an Induction of Facts, would be tran{cribing the greateft Part of Ecclefiaftical 
‘oe from the third Century, almoft every Page of which is ftained with Human 
ore. 

‘ Tuts is a true Picture, warranted by Church and other Hiftories, of a great Part 
‘ I with it might not be juftly faid, of the greateft Part of the Clergy of paft Ages of 
* very many in the laft Age, and of too many in the Beginning of the prefent. 


* Is it not therefore juftifiable ? Is it not therefore commendable in a public Writer 
“to put the Community, for whofe Sake he aflumes that Character, upon their Guard, 
‘ againft any Encroachments upon their Religious Liberties: To animate them with : 
s manly and rational Refentment againft the Seductions of Prieftcraft: To infpire them 
* with a generous Deteftation of any Attacks upon Liberty of Confcience, and the Right 
* of private Judgment in religious Opinions: To warn Men againft the Ebullitions of 
‘ Enthufiafm, the degrading Influence of Superftition, and the fatal Confequences of a 
* bigoted and implicit Submiffion, to the Dictatorthip of the Clergy of every Diftinétion. 


‘THe IJndependent Refiector hath done this: And he hath done it, in my humble 
* Opinion, with the laudable Spirit of a Watch-Man for the public Weal: He hath 
* folemaly profeffed all that Veneration for the unadulterated Religien of Jesus Curist, 
* and the upright Minifters of His Gofpel, which becomes a Chriftian. Who hath he 
* exclaimed againft? Such as are a Difgrace to the facred Charaéter: Such as I have 
* defcribed in a foregoing Part of this Letter. What hath he exclaimed againft ? A Spirit 
‘ of Intollerance, Bigotry, Superftition and Enthufiafm. 

‘ Bur it is faid Secondly, That you have treated the Clergy of this City and Province, 
* indecently and unjuftly. 

‘I must beg Leave to think, the Accufation is falfe and malicious, and may, with 
‘ much greater Juftice, be retorted upon your Adverfaries. For the Word Clergy, is an 
* aggregate Term, fignifying, an Order of Men appointed to conduct the external Worthip 
* of Religion : Of great Part of whom, Hiftory and Experience will juftify all you have 
* faid. If your Accufers will bring the Clergy of this City and Province, within the 
© diabolical Circle, and they really deferve it, (which, for my Part, I am fo far from 
* even believing, that I am, as to many of them, morally certain of the Contrary) 
‘ why, let Satan arife and take them to him/felf. If our Clergy will imprudently throw 
‘ themfelves into the Circle, and, with the ftupid Fondnefs of Indian Wives, be burnt 
‘ with their unworthy Mates, I fincerely pity their ridiculous Ardor, and do hereby 
‘ conjure them, if they have “ any Remains of fober Reafon, and Chriftianity left, to 
* be advifed by a Friend,” to turn about, and efcape fo great Damnation. 

‘I sHALL prefume to take my Leave of you, with one Word of Advice to yourfelf, 
‘and another to your Antagonifts. I hope you, Sir, will confider the Clergy, as Men 
‘ of like Paffions with qurfelves, and not expect a Perfection of Conduct and Character, 
‘ which is beyond the Tether of Humanity. And, whilft you watch over, the public 
‘ Welfare of your Country, you will not difturb it, by too refined Animadverfions on 
* the Sacred Order. . 

‘ To your Adverfaries, I beg Leave to recommend that Moderation, that Charity, 
‘ that Mildnefs of Temper, fo eloquently, fo energetically defcribed in the Gofpel, as 
‘ the diftinguifhing Characteriftic of true Chriftianity. hak with thefe Vertues of the 
‘ Heart, to afpire after thofe of the Head, to cultivate their Underftandings, to exert 
‘ their Judgments, and thereby make their Religion the Object of a rational Choice, and 
‘ their religious Attachments the Offspring of a manly Deliberation. 

‘ By a fuitable Obfervation of thefe Admonitions, which I refpeétfully offer, from the 
* unfeigned Distates of public Good-Will, I flatter myfelf, every wife and good Perfon 


* will be, as I am, Sir, Your Well-Wifber, and conflant Reader, 
M. New-York, Feb. 24, 1753. PHILALETHES. 








New-Yor : Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Offce, in Beaver-Street. 





